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Nathanial Hawthorne’s Great Impact 

Selecting an author from the list on the syllabus was very difficult. Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Mark Twain, Ray Bradbury and Hawthorne were all very familiar names, yet I really did not have the experience to read most of their work. I choose Nathanial Hawthorne, not because I appreciate his talent, but because of his unique writing style. Hawthorne’s writings captivated my attention, and caused me to look at literature with a different perspective and allowed me to contemplate his unique writing style.  
Nathanial Hawthorne composed many novels about puritan lifestyle throughout his life. Hawthorne was born in Salem, Mass on July 4th 1804 (Nathaniel Hawthorne Biography Pg. 1). Nathanial was the descendent of a long line of puritans, including John Hathorne, a presiding magistrate in the Salem witch trials.  His early relative John Hathorne convicted dozens of people causing shame to the Hathorne family. Later the Hathorne’s changed the named to Hawthorne to evade further prosecution from earlier families (Nathanial Hawthorne Biography Pg. 1).  Nathanial Hawthorne had a bizarre, but interesting writing style that changed American literature. 


Growing up Nathanial had an intricate life.  Nathanial’s father, Captain Nathaniel Hawthorne, died when he was only 4 years of age (Cambridge Intro To Nathaniel Hawthorne Pg. 2). Capt. Hawthorne died from yellow fever, leaving Nathanial’s mother horrified and dumbstruck. His mother remained recluse for the remainder of her life leaving Nathanial the responsibility (being the oldest) to help his younger siblings. Because of his unique solitude Nathanial acquired the habit of keeping silent on most occasions, and would only read books and write poems.  The society thought Nathanial to be a lazy and odd boy because of his silence (Classic Reader Pg. 2). Nathanial later attended Bowdoin College from the aid of his wealthy uncles. It was there where Nathanial started his interest in Puritan lifestyle. 

Nathanial was very conscious of his ancestry, being both proud and ashamed. Because of his personal disposition, he wrote in a unique style for his time. His puritan tradition of moral earnestness was a key factor in his writing style (Everything 2 Pg. 2). He composed many novels about puritan life style, but the one most recognized is The Scarlet Letter.  The Scarlet letter is an excellent illustration of how Hawthorne viewed the Puritan lifestyle. Hawthorne was also great in the art of allegory and symbolism (Classic Reader Pg. 3). This style has been shown in all of Nathanial’s works from his first novel, Fanshawe, to his last one.  

Judge John Hathorne was Nathanial’s great great Grandfather (Nathanial Hawthorne Biography Pg.1). Nathanial knew little about his relative due to the fact that families were still trying to convict his family for murder. It was not until later in Nathanial’s life that he found out one of the judges was his relative. Nathanial was so fascinated by his family’s story that his relative was cursed by one of the convicted witches. “I am no more of a witch than you are a wizard, and if you take my life, God will give you blood to drink” (Hawthorne, Nathaniel Pg. 1). It is said that the Hawthorne’s believed in the curse due to lack of luck in the family. 

Nathanial developed a style of romance fiction based on his own beliefs. Hawthorne’s style of writing was viewed as outdated when compared to modern literature.  He even used modern themes of psychology and human nature through his crafty use of symbolism and allegory.  Nathanial only wrote on what he beloved was right. He was extremely single-minded and wrote based on the concept of original sin (Everything 2 Pg.1).  Nathanial always points allusions from the bible in all of his writings.  “Winter is the season where my brain-work is chiefly accomplished” (Everything 2 Pg. 2). This quote by Hawthorne shows how polar he was when it came to writing. 

Overall, Nathanial has changed the face of American literature. By reading more and more about him, I begin to change my feelings toward the Romantic time period. I thought that the writers in that era were just big crybabies and could not work out there problems. But I soon realize how tough it was for Nathaniel to grow up dealing with the circumstances he had. I give him a lot of respect that he can interpret all his feelings into his writings. I now know that the Romantics expressed feelings over reason and valued their inner virtues over logic. 

