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An Over View Of American Romanticism

“… And they lived happily ever after.”  Romantic stories did not always have to a cheerful ending. Authors of romantic stories were about evil of human nature. The works of early American writers Cooper, Poe, Irving, and Hawthorne show the influence of European Romanism.  Cooper’s stories would use the past and have exotic locations. Hawthorne would use the morality of the original sin. Irving used an emphasis on supernatural, nature, and superstitions.  All of these great authors used the concept of how evil is in human nature.  By definition, Romanism is the term that is associated with imagination and boundlessness, as contrasted with classicism, which is commonly associated with reason and restriction.


Edgar Allen Poe’s The Fall of the House of Usher involved the work of the supernatural. In the novel, strange things began to happen to the narrator as he arrives: the outside is filled with a strange, ghastly glow and the house seems to come alive.  The figure of Usher’s sister begins to appear all throughout the house. This story has an emphasis of nature in relation to Usher’s family. Over time, the house had become old and littered with plants and fungi. The Fungi were like Usher’s family who have kept the house for many years and seems like they wont just give it up. In this novel Poe had turned the evil of human nature into Romanism. 


Washington Irving would also use an emphasis on nature. One of Irving’s earlier works was “The Legend Of Sleepy Hollow”. This story shows the power of superstition and how it can have an affect over people.  In another famous story, “The Devil and Tom Walker”, Tom (the main character) walked through a swamp that was so large and thick that when it was midday it would still be dark. At times, water logs would look like alligators drifting in the water. The supernatural part also played a key factor in the novel. The devil, being the supernatural being, seemed to have the ablity to trade anything the recipient wanted in exchange for his or her soul. Tom had foolishly sold away his soul and sought to outsmart the devil into not taking it. In the end Tom’s soul was taken and he learned a lesson he will never forget.  The works of Irving have been expressed clearly showing romantic qualities. 


Nathanial Hawthorne was very conscious of his ancestry, being both proud and ashamed. Because of his personal disposition, he wrote in a unique style for his time. His puritan tradition of moral earnestness was a key factor in his writing style. He composed many novels about puritan life style, but the one most recognized is The Scarlet Letter.  The Scarlet letter is an excellent illustration of how Hawthorne viewed the Puritan lifestyle. Hawthorne was also great in the art of allegory and symbolism. This style has been shown in all of Nathanial’s works from his first novel, Fanshawe, to his last one.
The works of Hawthorne, Irving, and Poe shows the influence of Romanticism. An emphasis on nature, the supernatural, and superstitions were all part of their work. Even the darkest regions of the human mind can be captured, placed into writing and become romantic. All of these authors were great because of how well they expressed their feelings in their works. Romanticism emphasizes intuition, imagination, and feeling over reason and logic. The authors of this era all valued their feelings very much and listened to their gut more than their brain. In my opinion, the romantic time period was the starter for American literature. 

